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D.O.T. 66

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENTCORRESPONDENCE

P.I. No. 422710, Lowndes County
STPN-007-3(33)

/) ,2/US 84jrad1eparation in Valdosta DATE May 11,2005

FROM ~t ;r.;:~. AssistantDirectorofPreconstruction
TO ~ David E. Studstill, Jr., P.E., Chief Engineer

FILE OFFICE Preconstruction

SUBJECT PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

This project is the construction of a grade separation on SR 38/US 84 at the Norfolk Southern
Railroad crossing west of downtown Valdosta. State Route 38/US 84 is a major east-west
roadway corridor serving the southeast portion of Georgia that connects Valdosta to Thomasville
(to the west) and Waycross (to the northeast). Within the project area, SR 38/US 84 is
functionally classified as a principal arterial with four lanes and a center left turn lane. It has a
posted speed limit of 45 MPH west of the rail crossing and 35 MPH east of the rail crossing.
State Route 38/US 84 is designated as a Governor's Road Improvement Program (GRIP) route. .

This project is needed to minimize turning conflicts on SR 38/US 84 and side street intersections
between North Briggs Street and West Avenue as well as to reduce delays at the Norfolk
Southern Railroad crossing due to approximately 25 trains daily crossing SR 38/US 84 at this
location. The project will eliminate delays for vehicles as well as nearby police and fire
department personnel responding to emergencies on the west side of the city.

The proposed construction will begin near West Street on US 84 at M.P. 10.01 and extend 0.62
miles along US 84 to near Bri~gs Street at M.P. 10.63. State Route 38/US 84 is proposed to ramp
up at a 7% grade from each enClofthe project with retaining walls at the back ofthe sidewalk and
cross the railroad with a 300' concrete bridge. Frontage roads will be constructed parallel to US
84 and alongside the barrier walls to provide access to local businesses and residents. This
frontage road will be one lane, one way travel, with curb and gutter and sidewalk. The proposed
roadway section will be four, 12' lanes with a 14' two-way left turn lane on each approach way to
the bridge. The approach sections will have a 30" curb and gutter with a 2' grass strip and a 5'
sidewalk. The bridge typical section will consist of four, 12' lanes with a 6' sidewalk on both
sides and a barrier wall at the back of the sidewalk. Traffic will be maintained during
construction via staging.

Environmental concerns include requiring a Categorical Exclusion be prepared; a public hearing
open house has been held; time saving procedures are not appropriate.



"'"

David Studstill

Page 2

P.I. No. 422710, Lowndes
May 11,2005

The estimated costs for this project are:

Right-of-Way $4,551,000

PROPOSED

Construction (includes E&C
and inflation) $4,889,000

Utilities* LGPA

*The city ofValdosta signed LGPA on 7-25-02 for utilities.

I recommend this project concept be approved.

MBP:JDQ/cj

CONCUR

Attachment

APPROVE v f > //d:L// ~...
David E. Studstillllllllllllllllllllllllllll

APPROVED FUNDING PROG DATE

$6,885,000 Q20 2008

$2,688,000 Q20 2007

LGPA
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12.Q: MayorRainwater- Whichwill be the more efficientofthe two.aitemates?
A:Nick- Alternate5B has fewerRJWimpactsand allowsmore idealconditionsfortruck
1110Vemcnts.

13. Comment: Mayor Rainwater- You win not be able to acquire a pornon ofJohn McCrane's
property. We looked at th.issite as a possible fire station. It would be a total displacement.

14. Comment:
maintained.

access\\till

15.Q: Joe Cowan- Will the bridgebefiUedor will it be a spannedbridgesection?
A: Nick Castronova-Itwillbc fiUtoa certain thenit wiUbewalis.Wea(eproposingthe
use permanent is
place.

16. Comment: Danny Gay --Duringconstructl0n. traffic will have to.shift laterally onto US 84 to
maintain access. And 5B is better due to the.sight.distance

17. Comment: Mike Davidson - We tried to contact CSX and had trouble getting any confirmation
of attendance today.

18. Comment: Mayor Rainwater.,", \-Vhe;)}we
legislativeliaison.for to

a"fimllconcept. we should contact the

19.Q: MayorRainwater-Arethe turningmovementsthe samein both alternates?
A: Nick- Yes
Comment:

21. Q: Is the construction time the same for both alternates?
A: Nick Castronova -- Yes.

23. Comment:BrianMcDougal- Look at a rampconfigurationtyingThird StreetacrosslikeSecond
Ave., allowingfonight turn in and.left turn out.

Q:rlas a
A: MikeDavidson-Yes. theonly reimbursableutilityis a T cubedline for$925.00. But we
havereceivedinformationthat this figureis not corrootandwill have to be investigatedfurther.

Q: Mayor Rainwater-
A: Mike- Tb.e

26. Comment:Theremaybe otherreimbursableutilities. Therewin have to be furtberresearchto
determineprior rightsalongthe corridor.

Comments: Mike Davidson -We wilt take today'scomments andcoordinl1te with CSX Railroad
to readdress the layout.

.=~= -
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t\:Ib:udecsoflniti~l Concept MeetiuS!wSTPN"OO',,3{3;3)Lownde8

Thank you for attending thePn>CoDcept Meeting On5-16.02 for the proposed grade separation of
a summarv of the Please let me

1. RoadDesignstatedthat projectwas requestedby CityofValdosta duringmeetingwith fonner
CommissionerShackelfordonFebruary17. 1999, The site was studiedby the Officeof Planninganda
recomrnemlationfora gradeseparationwas The was instructedto
programthc project

Project

3. US.84 exists as a tangent5-laneurbansectionwithcurb& gutter. The area is heavilydeveloped
withcommercialandresidentialstructureson botllSidesofU.S.84.

and 1-75 24-hour 18.000 ",ipd~ based on ye&'
2000 traffic data averages.

5. Two Norfolk Southern
track is - did

track

involving sight distance.

track. Main

6. Norfolk Southern Railway (NSR) stated that approximately 20 to 25tmins a day on main track.
Averagetrain speed 25 1X1ph.

'7. NSR stated that minimum vertical clearance is 23-ft. ftom top <>frailt<>bott<>Mof bridge beam and
minimumhorizontalclearancewithoutcrashbarrieris 25-ft fromcenterlineof track to face of bridge
column.

8. NSRto fonow~upwith GDOTconcemingpossibilityof futuretrack.

9. NorfolkSouthern
anda part

brid,geconstruction cost

10. NSR requested that crossings northwest of bridge be investigated for closing. These .arecity streets
and wi.Urequire coordi!lation ofVaJdosta.

I1. DistrictUtilitiesesthnatestotal relocationrequiredincludingfiber optic lines and overhead
power/telephone.ReimbursableandNon..rcimhursablenot knowuat this time. CityofValdosta has
utilitiesalongproject. has no

12. RoadDcsigninfonnedCityofValdostathat the citywill likelybe requiredto participatein utility
rclocationsby LGPA.

Traffic statedthat access con.cems tb.cbusinesses along project

14. OELgavepreliminaryadviceaboutseveralresidentialstructuresthatmightbc eligiblefor thc
historicalregister. It appearedthat tWostructureson the north sideof U.S.84w'crcmore likelyto be
eligibte.
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